Minute for Mission 1

The minister was giving a sermon on “total giving.”  When it came time to take up the offering, the plate came to a pew where there was a very small boy.  He looked up at the usher and said, “Could you lower the plate?”  

Thinking that he wanted to see the plate, the usher held it down a bit.  “No,” said the boy, “a little lower please.”  

The usher lowered it a bit more.  “More; could you just put it on the floor?” the boy asked.  The usher was aghast but finally put it on the floor.  The boy stepped into it, stood there, and said, “This is what I give to the Lord.”  

That is what pledging is all about.  It’s about making a promise to God that we will dedicate our lives to Him, not just a part, but our entire lives --- that we will give him our talents, our time – and yes even our finances – for nothing in our lives is as important as Him.  
This year as you pray about your pledge, seek out what God is calling you to do to support the work of the church here in this place as we worship together on Sunday morning and continue to worship by how we live the other six days. 

Be like that small boy and when you are asked what can you pledge to the Lord, promise Him everything.

Minute for Mission 2

At a church meeting a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those present about his Christian faith.  “I am a millionaire,” he said, “and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life.  I remember that turning point in my faith.  I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting that night.  The speaker was a missionary who told about his work.  I knew that I only had that dollar bill in my pocket and I had to either give it all to God’s work or nothing at all.  So at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar – everything I had --- to God.  I believe that God blessed that decision and that is why I am a rich man today.”

He finished and there was an awed silence at his testimony as he moved toward his seat.  As he sat down, a little old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over to him and said, “I dare you to do it again.” 

In a strange way we find it harder to give more to God as we receive more blessings.  We begin to say I cannot afford it.  It’s asking too much.  If I do this, I can’t afford to eat out three or four times a week.  If I do this, I can’t afford the vacation over seas.  If I do this, well, you can fill in the blank.  

As you pray about your pledge for this coming year, do so out of the many blessings you have received from God. and instead of saying If I do this I can’t afford… say “I can do this because … because God gave me a bill of good health, a decent raise, a good retirement, a well, you fill in the blank….”

Minute for Mission 3 

Let me tell you a parable:
Now it came to pass on a day at noon that I was the guest of a certain man.  The lunch was enjoyed at a popular restaurant, and the waiters were very efficient and the food was very good.  Now when the end of the meal was at hand, the waiter brought to my host a check.  My host examined it, frowned a bit, but made no comment.  But as we rose to depart, I observed that he laid some bills under the edge of the plate, however I do not know how many, but the waiter, who stood nearby, smiled happily, so I interpreted that the tip was satisfactory. 

Now we are all familiar with this custom and this parable is not about the merits or demerits of tipping.   But as I meditated upon the coins and bills that become tips throughout our nation, I began to think of tips and tithes.  For the proverbial tip should be at least 10% if the waiter is not to turn against you, and these days it is more like 15%.

As I continued to think on these things it came to me that very few people who go to church treat their God as well as they do their waiter, for they will give to the waiter a tithe but they give to God whatever they think will get them by.  

Do we love our waiters more than we love our God, do we rely on him more than our Lord and Savior?  He who has ears to hear, listen.  

Minute for Mission 4 

Let me tell you a story of a conversation between such a rich man who knew life in all its fullness and his friend:
The one asked the other, “What are you going to do with your life?”  The other replied, “I’ll learn my trade well.”

“And then?’  “I’ll set myself up in business.”

“And then?”  “I’ll make my fortune.”

“And then?”  I suppose I shall grow old and retire and live on my money.”

“And then?”  Well, I suppose someday I will die.”

Then came the last stabbing question:  “And then?”

The person who never remembers that there is another world is destined for a shock, for God will one day ask us What did you do with your life ---

Your time

Your talent

Your skills

Your treasure?  

Think on these things as you make out your pledge card today.  

