"On the Incarnation" by Athanasius

Do you miss the theological conversations you used to have in seminary?  You are not alone.  Several members of the presbytery have expressed an interest in finding time for significant theological conversation.  At our November presbytery meeting, we will be gathering over lunch to talk about the classic 4th-century text "On the Incarnation" by Athanasius.  When you go to lunch, get your food on a tray and come join us in the room set aside for our gathering.  Since I teach this text every semester, I've agreed to prepare some questions and facilitate our discussion.  Reading this short book would be a lovely way to start thinking about Advent and Christmas preaching.  Even better would be to read it along with the elder(s) coming to this meeting, then join the discussion together.

If you don't have a copy of Athanasius on your shelves, you can find the entire text of this work free online at the Christian Classics Ethereal Library (http://www.ccel.org/ccel/athanasius/incarnation).  If you would prefer a more current translation printed on actual paper, the edition from St. Vladimir's Press is especially nice and reasonably priced.  The translator of that edition is anonymous, so you can't search for it by translator; however, C. S. Lewis wrote the introduction to the translation, so search for "Athanasius" "on the incarnation" and "C S Lewis," and you'll end up with that edition.  If you don't have time to read the entire work before our November meeting, try to read chapters 1-5.  (The chapters are short.)  If you have time and ambition to read more, the two

best books I know for further reading about Athanasius are Thomas Weinandy's "Athanasius: A Theological Introduction" and Khaled Anatolios' "Athanasius" in the Early Church Fathers series.

Feel free to email me if you have any questions.  Hope to speak with many of you over lunch on November 13.

Laura Smit (lsmit@calvin.edu)
