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Retreat  for  C le rgy:
I n  May 2011,  a  group of  c lergy f rom our  Presbyter y  
gathered at  the Hermitage in  Three R ivers  to  jo in  in  

re�ec t ion and fe l lowship.  Dr.  Doug O ttat i   o�ered ins ight  
and lead conversat ion about  a  theology of  grace.  I t  was  an 
organic  gather ing,  in  that  a  few c lergy brainstormed ideas  
for  t ime,  p lace,  leader,  and topic.  Then we pursued detai ls ,  
combined some cont inuing educat ion funds … and voi la !  

The v is ion for  this  gather ing included the fol lowing 
points :  

Pool ing resources  to  br ing someone in  local ly  would be 
far  more a�ordable  than other  conferences,  especia l ly  for  

c lergy /congregat ions  with more l imited means.  
We could gather  with f r iends in  a  more re laxed,  less  

business- l ike  environment  for  a  few days,  outs ide of  the 
normal  rout ines.  I t  would require  less  t ravel  t ime out  of  
our  other wise  busy schedules,  and thereby perhaps be 

more access ible.  

From Sunday dinner  through Wednesday lunch,  we shared 
e ight  struc tured per iods  for  re�ec t ion,  as  wel l  as  enjoying 

f ree t ime,  good food,  a  l i t t le  worship,  and a  lot  of  casual  
conversat ion.  For  14 par t ic ipants  the total  cost  was  

around $360 per  person.  We fe l t  i t  was  a  great  success.  
Our  v is ion was  ful� l led.  And we encourage s imi lar  e�or ts  
as  our  Presbyter y  seeks  to  suppor t  spir i tual  formation of  
c lergy.  I f  you have any quest ions  about  ideas  or  logist ics ,  

p lease feel  f ree  to  contac t  Seth Weeldreyer.



The  Shepherding M inistr y  Team’s  purp ose  is  to  nur ture 
new init iatives  and exist ing connec tions for  the wholeness  

of  b o dy,  mind,  and spir it  among lait y  and church 
professionals.

We are on the lookout  for  smal l  groups in  the Presbyter y  
who may need suppor t  gett ing star ted.   The Shepherding 

Team befr iends such groups during star t  up and helps  them 
grow so their  ministr y  can bless  our  congregations.   

I n  addit ion to  meeting our  mission statement,  we look for  
groups that  suppor t  the Presbyter y  goals,  which came from 
lay and clergy retreat  par t ic ipants  in  2009.  The three events  
descr ibed in  this  inser t ,  are  al l  quite  di�erent,  but  suppor t  
the same goal :   “Develop spir i tual  formation resources  that  

engage pastors,  professional  sta�,  and lay  leaders,  
including suppor t  for  sabbaticals.”

Retreat  for  Chr i s t ian 
Educator s

Open to  anyone involved in  educat ional  ministr y,  the 
Educator  Fel lowship suppor ts  Church Educators  and others  in  
this  impor tant  ministr y.   The group gathers  three t imes a  year  

at  var ious  places  around the Presbyter y.   O f ten there  is  a  
guest  speaker  and t ime to  share  ideas  and resources.   

Resources  f rom the Presbyter y  Resource Center  are  avai lable  
to  check out .   A  planning team of  four  educators  organize  
and coordinate  the events.   Educators  are  encouraged to  

attend regional  and nat ional  APCE (  Associat ion of  
Presbyter ian Church Educators)  events  together.

I n  spr ing 2011,  with  the suppor t  of  the Shepherding M inistr y  
Team,  the Educator  Fel lowship gathered for  an overnight  

retreat  focusing on Sabbath t ime.   A  beaut i fu l  sett ing,  t ime 
together,  and spir i tual ly  centered ac t iv i t ies  provided a  t ruly  

refreshing Sabbath for  ever yone who attended.      

P lans  for  the coming year  inc lude a  gather ing  Oc tober  13 at  
the Hast ings  Church to  learn about  “Leading Bible  Study f rom 

Scratch” with R achel  Schwab,  and a  gather ing at  the Spr ing 
Lake Church  Apr i l  17  on “Godly  Play,” a  worship program for  
chi ldren,  a lso  led by R achel  Schwab.   A  unique oppor tunit y  
this  year  i s  the nat ional  APCE annual  event  in  Grand R apids   
Februar y  1-  4 ,  2012,  focusing on “God’s  Surpr is ing Wonders.”  

I nformation and registrat ion are  avai lable  at  
w w w.apcenet .org.   On Fr iday,  Februar y  3  there  wi l l  be  a  “Lake 

M ichigan Presbyter y  Day at  APCE.”  We wi l l  gather  together  
for  lunch and those who are  only  able  to  come for  one day 

are  encouraged to  come on Fr iday and take up to  four  
di�erent  workshops.  

Fa ith Format ion and 
Per s onal  Trans format ion 

for  L a it y:
Several  spir i tual  d i rec tors  f rom 
within  the Presbyter y  have 
responded to  the longings  
ident i�ed by c lergy and la i t y,  for  a  
more exper ient ia l  and int imate 
re lat ionship with God.  “Drawing 
Near  to  the Hear t  of  God”,  a  retreat  
with  this  des i re  as  i ts  focus,  begins  
Fr iday evening,  November  4 ,  and 
cont inues  through the af ternoon 
of  Saturday,  November  5 .
The Transformations  Center  in  
K alamazoo provides  excel lent  
fac i l i t ies  and Judy Hahn,  spir i tual  
d i rec tor  and c l in ical  socia l  worker,  
wi l l  provide sensit ive  and 
st imulat ing leadership.  

Par t ic ipants  wi l l  explore  the 
quest ion,  “How do I  make spir i tual  
formation a  par t  of  who I  am and 
not  just  something I  do?” They wi l l  
have the oppor tunit y  to  explore  
var ious  forms of  prayer  and other  
spir i tual  prac t ices,  inc luding 
spir i tual  d i rec t ion.  
The Shepherding M inistr y  Team 
hopes to  repeat  this  retreat  
exper ience in  2012.  I f  you are  
interested in  k nowing more about  
e i ther  the retreat  or  how you 
might  become involved in  
planning such exper iences  please 
contac t  any of  us,  we welcome 
your  interest :

Evelyn Diephouse:  evelyndiephouse@gmail .com
Larry Slager:  s lagerls@sbcglobal .net

Charles  Schantz:  schantz.charles@gmail .com
Dick Cushnie:  r ichard.cushnie@comcast .net

Members of  the Shepherding Ministry Team are Pam Anderson,  
Mary Van Andel ,  John Best  (General  Presbyter) ,  Kurt  Freund,  

Jane Givens,  Karen Haak (Convener)  and Chris  Prokos and Larry 
Slager (Leadership Team l iaisons) .

Please contact  any of  us  for more information or to discuss  a  
possible  ministry for which you have a passion.   (It  doesn’t  have 

to be a retreat . )   


